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Coleoptera Families Everyone Should Know
(Checklist)

Suborder Adephaga

ÅCarabidae

ÅDytiscidae

ÅGyrinidae

Suborder Polyphaga

Superfamily Staphylinoidea

ÅPtiliidae

ÅSilphidae

ÅStaphylinidae

Superfamily Hydrophiloidea

ÅHydrophilidae

ÅHisteridae

Suborder Polyphaga, cont.

Superfamily Scarabaeoidea

ÅLucanidae

ÅPassalidae

ÅScarabaeidae

Superfamily Buprestoidea

ÅBuprestidae

Superfamily Byrroidea

ÅHeteroceridae

ÅDryopidae

ÅElmidae

Superfamily Elateroidea

ÅElateridae



Coleoptera Families Everyone Should Know
(Checklist, cont.)

Suborder Polyphaga, cont.

Superfamily Cantharoidea

ÅLycidae

ÅCantharidae

ÅLampyridae

Superfamily Bostrichoidea

ÅDermestidae

Bostrichidae

ÅAnobiidae 

Superfamily Cleroidea

ÅCleridae

Suborder Polyphaga, cont.

Superfamily Cucujoidea

ÅNitidulidae

ÅSilvanidae

ÅCucujidae

ÅErotylidae

ÅCoccinellidae

Superfamily Tenebrionoidea

ÅTenebrionidae

ÅMordellidae

ÅMeloidae

ÅAnthicidae



Coleoptera Families Everyone Should Know
(Checklist, cont.)

Suborder Polyphaga, cont.

Superfamily Chrysomeloidea

ÅChrysomelidae

ÅCerambycidae

Superfamily Curculionoidea

ÅBrentidae

ÅCurculionidae

Total: 35 families of 131 in the U.S.



Suborder Adephaga

Family Carabidae

ñGround and Tiger Beetlesò

Terrestrial predators or 

herbivores (few). 2600 N. A. 

spp.



Suborder Adephaga

Family Dytiscidae

ñPredacious diving beetlesò

Adults and larvae 

aquatic predators. 

500 N. A. spp. 

http://www.kuleuven-kortrijk.be/facult/wet/biologie/pb/kulakbiocampus/insecten-ongewervelden/vijverfauna/coleoptera/Dytiscidae-larve 2.jpg


Suborder Adephaga

Family Gyrindae

ñWhirligig beetlesò

Aquatic, on water surface. 

Adults weak 

predators/scavengers, larvae 

predaceous. 56 N.A. spp.



Suborder Polyphaga*

Family Ptiliidae

ñFeatherwinged beetlesò

www.zin.ru/.../Coleoptera/ 

images/pteforkm.jpg 

tolweb.org/tree/ToLimages/ 

acrotrichine.gif

*all families from this point belong 

to this suborder

Adults and larvae 

fungivorous. 117 N.A. spp.



Family Silphidae

ñCarrion and sexton beetlesò

Scavengers and/or 

predators or herbivores 

(few). 30 N.A. species



Family Staphylinidae

ñRove and short-winged 

mold beetlesò

Predators, fungivores, and 

parasitoids (few). 4200 

N.A. spp.

http://www.pbase.com/tmurray74/rove_beetles


Family Hydrophilidae

ñWater scavenger beetlesò

Larvae predaceous, adults 

scavengers, aquatic or 

semiaquatic. 284 N.A. spp.



Family Histeridae

ñHister beetlesò

Predators or adapted 

to life with social 

insects. 440 N.A. 

spp.


